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At a Glance 

 
 Membership of International Lifesaving (ILS) achieved 
 
 Twenty-eight volunteer lifeguard clubs affiliated to SLSA Wales in 2016 

 

 SLSA Wales had 2653 individual members in 2016 
 

 23 people were rescued by SLSA Wales volunteers and 366 first aid incidents were dealt 
with 
 

 SLSA Wales took a leading role in developing and producing the UK’s first ever unified 
Beach Lifeguard manual 
 

 E-learning portal all updated to current ERC guidelines 
 

 306 volunteers successfully passed the new NVBLQ lifeguard award 
 

 52 junior surf lifesaver qualifications were awarded 
 

 338 nipper surf competence awards were achieved 
 

 138 beach lifeguards were employed by the RNLI in Wales for the 2016 summer season 
with almost 100% of them qualified to Beach Lifeguard standard through SLSA Wales 
 

 238 nippers with 58 helpers and coaches attended the 2016 Nipper Camp held for the 
second time in St David’s and 1350 Nipper Life Skills awards were taken 

  
 140 junior members attended the Junior Camp at St David’s, with 31 coaches and 1130 

Junior Life Skills awards were taken 
 

 No change in membership and affiliation fees reflecting times of austerity 
 

 Electronic online awards registration and claiming system created 
 

 Development of online shop finished 
 

 Two hard copy coaching manuals created for Youth Camps, given free to all those 
attending with support from the RNLI 
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President 

Firstly I would like to congratulate SLSA Wales on another successful year.  It was a year of 

lifesaving developments and progress in many directions. 

Technical material has been produced which will be issued to all clubs at this year AGM.  

Developments of this nature should not be taken for granted, as much voluntary time and 

commitment has been put into these projects to make them possible. 

Our IT learning material has again been updated and is now available to all SLSA Wales 

Members.  I would also state that without our I/T input and the voluntary commitment of such 

members like Mr. Lyle Bluck, Mr. Darren Williams, Mr. Phil Rees and Mr. Hugh Murray,  Chair of 

the Technical Committee these projects would not happen. 

Projects of this nature take considerable amounts of money, which highlights our working in 

partnership policy with other organisations such as the RNLI, who had the resources to 

provided full grant aid for the whole project, plus the upgrading of the NVBLQ Manual.  Combine 

this with RLSS granting full support of all office staff time to the project, in addition to giving 

permission to use their First Aid Awards Material within the new NVBLQ Manual. 

This joint partnership has produced a National Training Standard Manual for Lifeguards, which 

has never been achieved before.  Which highlights, what working together in partnership can 

achieve.  So it’s a very big thanks and congratulation to all concerned. 

Other Committee Projects ~ Technical. Youth Development, Sport and IRB. Committees. 

Each having very successful seasons, which again is showing that Surf Lifesaving has 

something for everyone; all we ask is for everyone to get involved. One thing, which has been 

highlighted, is the amount of parental support and involvement, particularly within the Nipper 

and Youth sections, so a very big thanks to all parents.   

(Please see each committee reports for updated details.) 

Admin (Awards Officer) Mr. Lyle Bluck.  Lyle will be stepping down from office this year; on 

behalf of all Board and Club Members we wish to thank him for his total commitment over many 

years.  Lyle has been a massive asset to SLSA Wales. 

Board of Trustees (BOM) 

I would like to thank Chairman Mr. Pat Thomas and all Board Members for their support and 

outstanding Commitment, with a special mention to our Treasurer     Mrs. Liz. Thomas who is 

doing an outstanding job of accountability for SLSAW. 

In Conclusion.  Congratulations to all Club Committees and Members, and for keeping our 

beaches safe.  Keep up the good work and have a very successful 2017 season. 

Peter Lake MBE.   

President.  
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Chair 

I have been Chairman of the association for the past seven years and each year I am amazed 

at the amount of commitment and work done by members of the Board of Trustee’s and each of 

its commissions but what makes it more amazing is that all of this time and effort is given free of 

charge, I do not think that any other lifesaving organisation can come remotely close for this, I 

would like to thank each and everyone involved. 

2016 was a busy year for all commissions to lightly touch on each: - 

 Technical with the continuing development of the “E” learning site development of 
manuals and exam syllabus. 

 Sport with the success of the pool and open water competitions. 
 Youth with the incredibly successful nipper and youth camps. 
 Power craft with safety cover and boat training. 

 

2016 was also the year that Surf Lifesaving Wales was accepted by the International Lifesaving 

Federation of Europe as a corresponding member, this is one thing we have strived to achieve 

for a very long time and to be a part of the International organisation is a great achievement, 

many thanks to everyone who helped make it possible. 

If any member would like to get involved with one or more of these commissions please contact 

the chairperson whose details you can find on the association web site, you will be made more 

than welcome. 

I would like to congratulate Julie Wisden in being awarded Surf Life Saver of the Year for all her 

work in Child Protection.  We all know how much work and effort Julie puts into lifesaving a very 

big thank you from all of us. 

2017 Will see two clubs Aberavon and Pen-Y-Bont celebrate their 50th Anniversary’s. 

Congratulations to both clubs and they’re past and present members who have made them so 

successful.  A special mention must be made to Mr. Harry Worth who has been chairman at 

Aberavon since 1969, let’s hope the sun will shine all summer long to commemorate their 

achievements. 

Best wishes 

 

Patrick Thomas 
Chair 
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Secretary 

It never ceases to amaze me, how a National Governing Body can exist and go forward without 

the support of full-time office staff.  But exist, SLSA Wales do and with a full calendar of events 

and activities, to hopefully satisfy the needs of our members and all our voluntary clubs.  Whilst 

attending external meetings and seminars, your representatives of SLSA Wales are mostly the 

only unpaid, not employed, official present.  That is a huge strength of SLSA Wales, that we are 

all volunteers and it is these volunteers that make up the four commissions and Board of 

Trustees, however, at times it can also be a weakness and I wonder whether in the near future, 

SLSA Wales will have to consider employment of an administration office to ease the heavy 

workload placed on the shoulders of our volunteers. 

I would like to record our thanks to all those volunteers who work tirelessly for their clubs and 

SLSA Wales, providing activities such as Youth Camps, Assessments and Qualifications, 

Sporting Competitions and IRB Safety Cover.  Well done to you all. 

When SLSA Wales converted to a Charity Incorporated Organisation (CIO) our Constitution and 

other Governing documents, were prepared for adoption by a legal expert employed by Sport 

Wales following guidelines and best practise from the Charity Commission.  This means that 

after six consecutive years of serving SLSA Wales as a trustee, officers will need to be 

replaced.  This is still a couple of years away, but I mention it now, because we all need to 

consider the best way SLSA Wales can smoothly replace and elect new trustees to ensure the 

longevity of our Association. 

2016 was again a typical year in the SLSA Wales calendar.  It use to be that the winter months 

were a time of rest for our volunteers, but of course that has long gone with the introduction of 

Stillwater competitions.  It is difficult to believe that our first Stillwater Championships, which 

were sponsored by the Foundation for Sports and the Arts, were introduced into Wales by Doug 

Williams in 1999. 

For a number of years now, our unofficial moto has been; “Don’t work harder – work smarter” 

and that has seen numerous IT developments.  2016 again saw a major leap forward in this, 

with the introduction of an on-line awards registration, payment and processing system.  I 

cannot stress highly enough of the success of this system in reducing massively the number of 

hours spent by volunteers on the Technical Commission in manually processing the awards. 

Also on the IT front, our e-learning portal has been updated to reflect the new NVBLQ award 

and members will also now have the opportunity to purchase hard copies of a book for this 

award, through the SLSA Wales website.  To achieve this, SLSA Wales had to work in close 

partnership with the RLSS and the RNLI.  The RNLI also provided funds to enable this to take 

place and we would like to place on record, a big thank you to the RNLI for this.  Working in 

partnership, with the RLSS, was I believe a positive experience for both organisations, with our 

different expertise shinning through.  

And finally.  After many years of trying, SLSA Wales finally had recognition and membership 

status from the world governing body of lifesaving, ILS.  We would like to thank John Martin 

from SLS GB for his support in this and we believe this following on the back of the very 
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successful European Championships staged at Aberavon, has risen the ‘stock’ of SLSA Wales 

throughout Europe and ILS. 

Have a long and successful 2017 summer season. 

Phil Rees 
Secretary 

 

Technical Commission 

Another exciting year lays ahead with some great training resources being revamped and 

relaunched this year.  Before we move onto this year, we have to, acknowledge the great work 

once again that was achieved by our trainers and Regional Tutors. 

Paul Williams covering South West Wales, Geraint Rees with lots of support from Chris 

Braggins, covering South East Wales, Kim James and Gwyn Jones have stepped in to cover 

Bridgend and Richard Kedward who was new to the position for West Wales last year and has 

now become our new Awards Administrator as well, taking over from Lyle Bluck, who we must 

thank for all the years putting in the hard yards along with Phil Rees, which has made our 

administration process much easier. 

The Big news this year is the launch of our new Beach Lifeguard Manual, which was produced 

in conjunction with RLSS and RNLI and includes for the first time, a first aid section.     

The E-Learning module of the website now mirrors this hard copy. It’s a huge step forward for 

SLSAW, working alongside and sharing resources with RNLI and RLSS. Although I was proud 

to play a small part in the development of these resources, a huge thank you must once again 

go to Lyle Bluck, Phil Rees and Daren Williams for quite literally being the driving force behind a 

lot of the work involved in putting the manual together.   

Future developments include a the launch of a Surfing Instructors Award written by the industry 

for the industry, a revamped Aquatic Spinal management course and a Patrol Leaders award 

Hugh Murray 
Technical Chair 
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2016 Awards Summary 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pool Based Water Safety Awards   Ocean Based Awards  

 Nipper Surf Competence Level 1  36 Junior Surf Lifesaver 52 

 Nipper Surf Competence Level 2 125 Racing Ski Competence 17 

 Nipper Surf Competence Level 3  161 Surf Lifesaver / Surf Coach 6 

 Nipper Surf Competence Level 4  16 NVBLQ 306 

Pool Water Safety awards 0 Beach Patrol 12 

Pool Lifesaver (ILS Standard) 46 Masters Surf Lifesaver  0 

  Masters Surf Competition 8 

Powercraft Awards  First Aid Awards  

IRB Crew 0 Emergency Aid 1 0 

IRB Coxswain 0 Emergency Aid 2 0 

IRB Proficiency Test 0 Public Access Defibrillation  0 

  Emergency First Responder   0 

Education Programme    

Trainer  / Assessor Programme 15   

Introduction to Coaching Level 1 24   
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Competition Commission 
 
Stillwater 2016. 
 
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Stillwater 
Championships 2016: 
 
Nipper Champions – Rest Bay 
Youth Champions – Blyth 
Senior Champions – Crawley Town 
Masters Champions – Rest Bay 
 
The Wilkinson Sword went to the first ranking Welsh club at the Youth, Senior & Masters’ 
championships; congratulations go to Langland. 
 
Richard Owen dealt with the entries, scoring and results. We couldn’t do without him – thank 
you Richard!  Thanks also go to Liz Thomas & Craig Robinson who were the referee for both 
Youth, Open and Masters Stillwater competitions & Nipper Stillwater’s respectively. Of course, 
all officials, helpers, timekeepers and gear stewards are most necessary, so thank you also. 
 
Ocean 2016 
 
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Ocean 
Championships 2016: 
Nipper Champions – Rest Bay 
Youth Champions – Rhoose 
Senior Champions – Penybont 
Masters Champions – Langland Bay 
 
The Wilkinson Sword went to the first ranking Welsh club at the Youth, Senior & Masters’ 
Championships; congratulations go to Penybont and Rhoose who were joint winners. 
 
I would like to thank the clubs of Rhoose and Porthcawl who helped stage both events in the 
summer. 
 
Super Club 2016 
 
The 2016 Super Club competition was contested by 27 clubs and congratulations go to Rhoose 
who were 2016 winners.  The full results are as follows: 
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1 Rhoose 45 45 34 32 45 50 45 38 334 

2 Mumbles 38 30 45 38 41 45 41 34 312 

3 Langland Bay 36 32 36 45 38 34 38 50 309 

4 Pen-y-bont 34 18 32 28 30 38 50 45 275 

5 Rest Bay   41 18 50 50 41 36 36 272 

6 Aberavon 20 24 24 24 28 26 34 28 208 

7 Sker   12   34 36 30 32 41 185 

8 Southerndown 32 26     26 36   30 150 

9 Llantwit Major 28 20     34 28   32 142 

10 Blyth   50 41 41         132 

11 Crawley Town   38 50 26         114 

12 Aberystwyth 18       22 20 28 26 114 

13 Poppit Sands 26       24 32 30   112 

14 Llanelli 24 28 14 30         96 

15 Leeds Pheonix   34 38           72 

16 Rascals   36 30           66 

17 
North 
Worcester     28 36         64 

18 Whitmore Bay 30       32       62 

19 Porthcawl         20 22     42 

20 Porttreath   10 26           36 

21 Folkstone     10 20         30 

22 Heanor   14 16           30 

24 Newport             24   24 

25 Eastborne   8 12           20 

26 Cold Knap         18       18 

27 Centurion 16               16 

 

Welsh Teams 
Report – Lee Perry 
 
The youth and senior rankings took place at Aberavon and Porthcawl and I would like to thank 

the club, referees, helpers and the boat crews for their assistance in running the event. They 

were well attended on the youth side with a slight increase on the seniors.  
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We decided to try and change the age grouping of the seniors to help facilitate more female 

competitors within the senior age groups. Due to ambiguous wording however we had to open it 

up to both categories. I would like to thank Cerys Rudall and Tomi Turner for their help with the 

youth and Sam Moore with the help of the senior team.  

We had several training sessions and I give our thanks to Sam who took the seniors and Tomi, 

Cerys and Lloyd Rosewell who took the youth. During the training period we also raised funds 

for the youth section to supplement next year’s team, a legacy we will continue.  

With the competition taking place on a Friday and before the GB Senior Championships we had 

several withdrawals due to selected competitors deeming themselves not fit or unable to get the 

time off work. 

The Welsh team competition for 2016 was the Celtic Cup hosted by England in Portreath.  The 

team travel independently but arrived with a very professional looking kit organised by Liz 

Thomas, many thanks Liz!  

The competition was going to be all team events with the youth and seniors going in together 

and being separated at the end. This seemed to work well and the competitors enjoyed the 

difference but the events were minimalist in the fact the cup was being given second billing to 

the golden flag competition later that afternoon. If we do this again the competition should be a 

full competition with the rescues included and the sprints and be completed over a full day and 

not be tagged on to anything else within the day.    

The youth team had it particular hard as our under 17 youth team went against an England 

under 19 youth team. The Welsh team did very well in very hard and rough surf conditions and 

can be very proud of their achievement with the result going to England who put out a full senior 

and European competitive team.  

We do need to look at age groups for next year’s competition and to broaden our horizons and 

where we can compete expecting not everyone may have the opportunity to travel further 

distances due to costs but we must look ahead for the future of the sport and developing our 

athletes. Fund raising will be a key issue and assistance will be needed to help on this side. 

We finished the Welsh team celebrations with the SLSA Wales Presentation night in which the 

caps were awarded at the Towers Hotel. Yet again a great evening and many thanks to Pat and 

Liz for organising. 

Senior Welsh team 2017 

The following athletes should be delighted with their selection and fully deserve their Welsh Cap 
for 2016. 
 
Boys: Dafydd Nichols, Nathan Willis, Ioan Evans, Cas Pelder, Jason Grice, Rhys Wydenbach, 

Shaun Neale, Declan Ewington 

Girls: Grace Morgan, Abigail Carson, Ellie Peterson, Millie Wiggins, Ellie McCloy, Merial Clode, 

Brooke Peterson, Mali Howells 
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Men: Sam Moore, Lloyd Rosewell, Jack Giddings, Chris Parry, Alex Parry, Tomi Turner, .Lewis 

Rosewell. 

Ladies: Kelsea Peterson, Carys Thomas, Bethan Phillips, Mali James, Lindsey Lewis, Georgia 

Hodges, Kate Jones, Karen O D Harris. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welsh Team 2016 
 
Some of our Welsh competitors must also be congratulated for GB international honours.   
 
Christopher Parry, Lewis Rosewell, Mali James, Zara Williams & Hannah Griffiths. These 
competitors took part in the world championships in the Netherlands. We also saw a number of 
competitors take part in the interclub competition in the worlds resulting in a number of Welsh 
medal winners. Well done all. 
 
As always my personal thanks goes to the following: Martin John, Steve Chambers, Chris Parry 
and boats crews, Pat Thomas, Liz Thomas, Andy Wall, Craig Robinson and Kim James. 
Marshalls, timekeepers, recorders and club officials, thank you to everybody who helps out at 
our pool and ocean competitions. It is great to see our competitors achieve at all levels from 
nippers to masters but more importantly doing this in a supportive and friendly manner so a big 
thank you to all for their sportsmanship over the year. This was my first year as the new Chair of 
the Sports Commission so I have to thank Andrea Pennell who helped to ensure there was a 
smooth transition and always there to answer any questions. 
 
 

Simon Perry 
Competition Chair 
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Powercraft Commission 
 

I would like to start my report by thanking all ‘boaties’ for the tremendous work they have done 

in 2016. The season proved to be an extremely busy one for all Clubs with IRB’s and our 

infrastructure and knowledge of all things IRB related are second to none - keep up the good 

work. 

The structured training weekends at Porthcawl and St. David’s proved to be a great success, as 

always, with the weekend at St David’s allowing crews to practice and get some hours on the 

water in challenging conditions. The St David’s event has been running since 2002 and many 

hundreds of people have attended this event and learnt valuable lifesaving skills. With numbers 

reducing over the past few years due to an ever increasing calendar the Powercraft 

Commission plans on reviewing this event in 2017 to see if the current format will continue or if 

we look at alternatives such as more regular Proficiency and Exam weekends during the 

season.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who took the time as unpaid volunteers to learn 

the skills and get the hours in to keep their skills up to date and get the qualifications needed to 

operate an IRB safely and competently. None of our competitions can take place without boat 

cover and I would urge as many qualified members as possible to step forward to help out at 

these events to ease the workload in 2017.  

If you are keen to get involved the ‘SLSA Wales Inflatable Rescue Boat Manual’ is available 

from your IRB Captain within your Club or via any of the instructors and examiners in the 

Powercraft Group and is an essential learning aid for those who want to get involved with IRB’s 

or refresh their existing knowledge.  

.The SLSA Wales boats were on the water on over 55 separate occasions in 2016 and this 

takes dedication and lots of time and effort from everyone involved in Powercraft. We have high 

standards in Wales - our boats and motors have next to no mechanical issues and our crews 

remain safe on the water. This is not down to luck but due to the work put in and the height of 

the standards set.  

Having high standards in Wales means our crews are always looking to improve the voluntary 

service they provide and would welcome any input you may have, including any potential 

negative feedback. However, as with all feedback, it is essential to put it into context and I 

would suggest the first step would be to get involved and trained in the use of the IRB and 

experience the amount of work and effort required. New or returning boat crew are always 

welcome and are actively encouraged to contact their Club IRB coordinator or SLSA Wales 

Powercraft, where you’ll always find a friendly face. 

Our ‘fleet’ currently consists of over 25 boats in Wales from several manufacturers including 

Achilles, Arancia and Zodiac Milpro on beaches as far apart as Barry in the East of Wales to 

Aberporth in the West. We have been fortunate to be involved with Zodiac MilPro since 2014 

with the development of the ZMSR-380 which is manufactured in Europe and available as an 

option for anyone considering buying an IRB for Surf Rescue purposes.   
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SLSA Wales has 4 fully equipped boats available for safety cover within Wales. We plan on 

expanding our fleet in 2017 with the purchase of an additional IRB and also a vehicle to assist 

with launching, recovery and transportation of our equipment throughout Wales and beyond. 

We also have IRB motors available as ‘spares’ for use within Wales via the Powercraft 

Commission. These motors are available for short term loan periods to Clubs in the event of 

their own motor needing repair. Clubs across Wales can also tap into this valuable resource 

through the provision of locally provided IRB Crew training and development available through 

the structure of SLSA Wales Powercraft. 

The competition calendar seems to grow in size every year and 2016 was no exception. We 

arranged IRB cover for all the various competitions, ranking events, youth events and 

examinations (when requested) which ranged from just a few hours on the water to putting 

boats on the water for ten days to help cover the World Surf Life Saving Championships in 

Holland in September. Many thanks to all that took time out on their weekends to help with IRB 

cover. I would also like to thank Porthcawl SLSC for allowing us to use their facilities throughout 

the season for ongoing IRB training. Having the use of their premises has really helped with the 

training and development of IRB crews and I would like to formally thank the members and 

committee of Porthcawl SLSC for the help and assistance they have given to Powercraft 

throughout the 2016 season. 

I have often said our boat crews are as good as any you will find anywhere and this was once 

again confirmed by our success at the World IRB Championships in Noordwijk, Holland last 

September where the Crews from Porthcawl SLSC  

 

 

       

2017 is already shaping up to be another busy season and I would encourage all Clubs with 

IRB’s to get involved in the SLSA Wales Powercraft Group. As always training sessions will be 

organised throughout the season for Clubs or individuals wishing to improve their skills or gain 

qualifications and we can help you with any technical issues you may have – look out for the 

IRB Bulletins from SLSA Wales Powercraft in 2017 which will keep you informed on all matters 

associated with running an effective IRB service at your Club.  

Once again many thanks for the support in 2016 and I look forward to seeing you on the water 

in 2017. 

Chris Parry   

Powercraft Chair  

finished third overall in an extremely 

challenging competition. 

Congratulations to all who competed 

for the hard work you continue to put 

in to exceed in these prestigious IRB 

events.  

 

IRB Water      

Safety Team        

Holland 
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Youth Development Commission 

As Chairman I am pleased to write this report on behalf of the commission. During the year I 

have been impressed by the support of all the Welsh clubs and the attendance at our youth 

meetings. With your help we are able to carry forward any changes and act upon ideas put 

forward by your clubs. A big thank you to our secretary, Chris Braggins for all his help over the 

year. 

2016 was again a busy year on and off the beach. Membership seems to be increasing going 

by the numbers that are attending the club carnivals and championships. We didn’t hold as 

many club carnivals which I believe is due to such a busy calendar but a big thank you to the 

clubs that hosted these events and to the coaches who enable these youngsters to perform to 

their best ability. Not every child wants to compete at national level so it is great to see these 

carnivals taking place so every member has the chance to enter these events, enjoy 

themselves and feel part of their club.  

The season kicked off with the Welsh Youth Stillwater event at the International Pool in 

Swansea followed by the Nipper event later in the month. We are very lucky to have this facility 

on our doorstep. These were very well attended and ran very smoothly. Well done to all that 

competed and a big thank you to all the club coaches and parents that helped on the poolside 

and to the sports commission. 

Barry was the setting for the Welsh Nipper Ocean Championships hosted by Rhoose Lifeguard 

Club. A tremendous amount of hard work was put in by the Rhoose club which made it a great 

success. We are looking forward to this year’s event which will be held in Newport, West Wales. 

The youth section is also looking strong which holds well for the future of lifesaving. 

Lee Perry puts in a lot of his time in organising these youngsters and taking them to all parts of 

the UK, so please support him when asked and help make his job that much easier and 

rewarding. It was a pleasure to see them receiving their Welsh Caps at the presentation night. 

They deserve this accolade after the many training hours they put in. 

Some of our clubs crossed the border and entered some of the SLSA GB events. There were 

good results against the strong clubs from Devon and Cornwall. Well done. 

Our calendar is again very full for 2017 so check out the web site and get your dates booked 

especially if you require accommodation or camping! 

NIPPER TRAINING WEEKEND 2016     

The venue was again Celtic Camping in West Wales. Jen Pitt took on the organising of this 

event and managed to get it all together with the help of Chris Braggins. After months of 

organising over 300 nippers with ages ranging from 8 to 11 and 50 coaches and helpers 

descended to St David’s for the weekend.  The weather was kind once again and awards were 

taken in beach safety, resuscitation and first aid and we were able to run board, beach and 

swim training at Whitesands beach. Nearly every Welsh club was represented.  Many thanks to 

Jen and her band of coaches and helpers for their commitment in running this training weekend, 
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IRB crews for safety cover and to Porthmawr club for the use of their clubhouse. What a 

fantastic venue and hope it continues for years to come. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND 2016 

Again we travelled down to West Wales and had a weekend of training, instruction and fun at 

Celtic Camping. The training took place on site and also at Whitesands beach, St David’s.   We 

also made sure the youth were entertained in the evening by having a bungy running track and 

sumo wrestling suits plus disco. The venue was perfect and enjoyed by all so this year’s 

weekend has been booked again. A big thank you again to Jen and Chris for all the work put in 

getting this event off the ground. Also thanks once again to all the coaches and helpers for 

making it successful, to the IRB crew for their cover on the beach and to Porthmawr club. 

NIPPER CLUB OF THE YEAR 2016 

This award was presented at Wales SLSA presentation night. It goes to the club that the 

commission feels has supported the region in all aspects of lifesaving throughout the year. I was 

very pleased to present the trophy to SKER. They are a very successful club with a very strong 

group of coaches putting in hours of training at the beach and pool for their members.  Well 

Done. 

TRAINING 

There will be a training manual produced ready for the nipper/youth training weekend. A lot of 

hard work has been put in to produce this manual. Thank you to the RNLI for their donation 

towards the production. There is a great amount of training information on our web site so check 

it out using your MIS log in number. 

CONCLUSION 

All that is left for me to say is a big thank you to you all for your continuing support and see you 

on the beach this summer.  

Mike Allen   

Youth Chair 

 Nipper Camp 
 
 Supported by SLSA Wales, Celtic Camping and the RNLI  

 
 238 Nippers attended  

 
 58 SLSA Wales Coaches, Assistant Coaches and Helpers 

 
 1350 Life Skills awards were achieved, equally spread over: 

 
 Life Support 
 Beach and Water Safety 
 First Aid 
 Surf Swim 
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 Fitness Skills 
 Board Rescue 

 
 

 Junior Camp 
 
 Supported by SLSA Wales, Celtic Camping and the RNLI  

 
 140 Juniors attended  

 
 31 SLSA Wales Coaches, Assistant Coaches and Helpers 

 
 1130 Life Skills awards were achieved, equally spread over: 

 
 Life Support 
 Beach and Water Safety 
 First Aid 
 Surf Swim 
 Fitness Skills 
 Board Rescue 
 Rescue Tube 
 Introduction to IRBs’ 

 
 

 Total Project costs broke even with a budget of just over £38K not including sponsorship 
in kind and the RNLI grant 

 
Nipper Camp was in its second year at the new Venue of Celtic Camp St. David’s, was another 

success story.  With 238 Nippers plus 58 Coaches/Assistant Coaches and Helpers attending it 

was another big learning curve for us all.   

Junior Camp in its third year had 140 attending plus 31 Coaches and Helpers attending.  Both 

Camps being Co-ordinated by Chris Braggins and Jen Pitt.  First camps for Jen as organiser 

and we would like to thank her for her magnificent efforts. 

Our Camp Management Team created and produced coaching books for both Nipper and 

Junior camps, with books being presented to all who attended.  We thank Chris Braggins for co-

ordinating and submitting a successful application to the RNLI for publication of coaching 

material.  We also thank Dominic Lee for his help and assistance in producing the material. 

Including the Youth Camp Certificates of Achievement. 

Biggest thanks must go to our Nippers / Juniors / Coaches / and Helpers who really made it all 

happen. Like always, Teamwork is the name of the game. 

We wish to thank Celtic Camping for sponsorship in kind and also the RNLI for our development 

Grant Aid for the production of Coaching Manuals. 

  

Peter Lake MBE.   

President.               
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Membership, Awards and Rescue Statistics 
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Incident and Rescue Figures 

Shown below is a summary of the record of incidents and rescues for last summer (2016).  In 

total twenty three people have been saved during that period and advice given to 6,803 

members of the public; so is there a better endorsement of the invaluable service the volunteers 

of Surf Life Saving, Wales provide? 

 

 

Daily Mirror 8th March 2017 

 

Phil is the secretary of our newest lifeguard club; Grannog Surf Life Saving Club 

Well done to Phil. 
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year  ended
31 December 2016. The trustees have adopted the provisions of Accounting and Reporting by  Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance  with
the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective  1
January 2015).

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Objectives and aims
To save lives on all beaches in Wales in particular but not exclusively by:

1. Promoting, improving and controlling the work of beach life saving, resuscitation and first aid.
2. Developing and improving national and international standards of life saving.
3. Developing and improving beach life saving methods and equipment.
4. Establishing and maintaining national and international life saving qualifications.
5. Co-operating with all organisations with similar aims.

To help young people , especially but not exclusively through providing the facilities for young people  to
participate in organised life saving as a voluntary vital public service and to take part in beach and  water
sports, so as to develop their capabilities that they may grow to full maturity as individuals and members  of
society. 

Significant activities
The focus of the activities is that we teach voluntarily from the age of 8 years to 70 years Lifesaving &  First
Aid Awards.

- 8yrs - Nipper pool and beach competence.
- 12  /14 years Junior Surf Lifesaver and Junior Surf Lifeguard Awards
- 16yrs Plus - Nars Beach Lifeguard Awards, Racing Ski Competence, Aquatic Spinal  management,
Emergency Aid 1,2 & 3, Emergency Responder, IRB Driver, IRB Crew & IRB Cox, Masters Surf  Lifesaver
Award, Trainer/Assessor, Tutor.
- Nipper & Youth Camp held every year at Celtic Farm St. David's with over 300 children at Nipper  Camp
(8-11 Years) and over 250 children at Youth Camp (12 - 14 years) all completing competency awards  and
learning valuable Lifesaving skills.

To deliver these awards for the benefit of all, ages by developing their self-confidence and social  skills
alongside practical activities for all ages. We welcome all persons regardless of personal  background,
faith, gender or personal circumstances and we believe this philosophy of openness to all  enriches
everyone through the sharing of the skills, aptitudes and life experiences of all ages 8 years to 70  years
and all volunteers.

A great contribution is made by, member volunteers. We are grateful for the many hours volunteers  have
spent listening and encouraging our young people and working with our youth workers. Without  this
valuable contribution of time, energy and expertise we would not have been able to achieve so much.

Any surplus funds, which are not likely to be needed to pay for activities, are placed on deposit to  earn
interest. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW
Reserves policy
At the balance sheet date the charity showed unrestricted funds of approximately £150,000 of  which
£111,360 were held in the charity's bank account.

These reserves are held for future planned activities. The board of trustees are currently in the process  of
formulating an appropriate reserves policy for the charity. 
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

FUTURE PLANS
In the coming year we will see a continued emphasis on the Beach Lifeguard Awards, Junior  Surf
Lifeguard, Nipper Awards and other structured activities to build and deepen the confidence and  capability
of our young people. 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Governing document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust and constitutes a  charitable
incorporated organisation.

This report has been prepared with due regard to guidance published by the Charities Commission  on
public benefit. 

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees
Trustees are appointed or reappointed annually at the Annual General Meeting held in March. 

Risk management
The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to  ensure
appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error. 

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
Registered Charity number
1157762

Principal address
Kinsale
Princess Margaret Way
Port Talbot
Neath Port Talbot
SA12 6QW

Trustees
P B J Thomas 
Mrs E M Thomas 
P Lake 
M Allen 
Ms A Pennell 
P Rees 
C Parry 

Independent examiner
J E Payne ACA
Graham Paul Limited
Court House
Court Road
Bridgend
CF31 1BE

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 19 March 2017 and signed on its behalf by:

P B J Thomas  - Trustee
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2016 set out on pages four to nine.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees  consider
that an audit is not required for this year (under Section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011  Act))
and that an independent examination is required.

It is my responsibility to:

- examine the accounts under Section 145 of the 2011 Act
- to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission  (under

Section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act); and
- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of the independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the  Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and  a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any  unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any  such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,  and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view ' and the report  is
limited to those matters set out in the statements below.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements

- to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the 2011 Act; and
- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with  the

accounting requirements of the 2011 Act

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding  of
the accounts to be reached.

J E Payne ACA
Graham Paul Limited
Court House
Court Road
Bridgend
CF31 1BE

19 March 2017
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

2016 2015
Unrestricted Total 

fund funds
Notes £ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM
Donations and legacies - 158,536

Other trading activities 2 146,001 138,300

Total 146,001 296,836

EXPENDITURE ON
Charitable activities 3
Life saving and other activities 118,159 174,740

NET INCOME 27,842 122,096

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 122,096 -

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 149,938 122,096

CONTINUING OPERATIONS
All income and expenditure has arisen from continuing activities.

The notes form part of these financial statements

-4-



THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

BALANCE SHEET
AT 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

2016 2015
Unrestricted Total 

fund funds
Notes £ £ £

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets 8 39,508 38,561

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank 111,360 84,465

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year 9 (930) (930)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 110,430 83,535

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT
LIABILITIES 149,938 122,096

NET ASSETS 149,938 122,096

FUNDS 10
Unrestricted funds 149,938 122,096

TOTAL FUNDS 149,938 122,096

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 19 March 2017 and were signed  on
its behalf by:

P B J Thomas -Trustee

The notes form part of these financial statements
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
 
Basis of preparing the financial statements
The financial statements of the charity, which is a public benefit entity under FRS 102, have  been
prepared in accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102) 'Accounting and Reporting by  Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in  accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS  102)
(effective 1 January 2015)', Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective  January
2015), and the Charities Act 2011. The financial statements have been prepared under the  historical
cost convention. 

Financial reporting standard 102 - reduced disclosure exemptions
The charity has taken advantage of the following disclosure exemption in preparing these  financial
statements, as permitted by FRS 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK  and
Republic of Ireland':

- the requirements of Section 7 Statement of Cash Flows.

Income
All income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities once the charity has entitlement  to
the funds, it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably. 

Expenditure
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive  obligation
committing the charity to that expenditure, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will  be
required in settlement and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure  is
accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that aggregate all  cost
related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to particular headings they  have
been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. 

Grants offered subject to conditions which have not been met at the year end date are noted as  a
commitment but not accrued as expenditure. 

Tangible fixed assets
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over  its
estimated useful life.

Plant and machinery - 15% on cost

Taxation
The charity is exempt from tax on its charitable activities. 

Fund accounting
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion of  the
trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the  charity.
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular  restricted
purposes.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the  financial
statements. 
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

2. OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES

2016 2015
£ £

Membership 27,822 32,828
Shop 3,350 2,529
Technical commission 16,008 10,773
Championships / ranking events 33,198 37,047
Nipper & Youth camp 39,671 44,436
Other income 9,302 6,677
Grants receivable 16,650 4,010

146,001 138,300

3. CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES COSTS

Grant
funding of Support

Direct costs activities costs Totals
(See note 4) (See note 5)

£ £ £ £
Life saving and other activities 115,924 705 1,530 118,159

4. GRANTS PAYABLE

2016 2015
£ £

Life saving and other activities 705 21,975

The total grants paid to institutions during the year was as follows:
2016 2015
£ £

- -

5. SUPPORT COSTS

Governance
costs
£

Life saving and other activities 1,530

6. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS

There were no trustees' remuneration or other benefits for the year ended 31 December 2016  nor
for the year ended 31 December 2015 .

Trustees' expenses
There were no trustees' expenses paid for the year ended 31 December 2016 nor for the  year
ended 31 December 2015 .
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

7. COMPARATIVES FOR THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

Unrestricted
fund
£

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM
Donations and legacies 158,536

Other trading activities 138,300

Total 296,836

EXPENDITURE ON
Charitable activities
Life saving and other activities 174,740

Total 174,740

NET INCOME 122,096

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 122,096

8. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS
Plant and

machinery
£

COST
At 1 January 2016 45,366
Additions 8,592

At 31 December 2016 53,958

DEPRECIATION
At 1 January 2016 6,805
Charge for year 7,645

At 31 December 2016 14,450

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31 December 2016 39,508

At 31 December 2015 38,561
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - CONTINUED
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
 

9. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR

2016 2015
£ £

Other creditors 930 930

10. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Net
movement in

At 1.1.16 funds At 31.12.16
£ £ £

Unrestricted funds
General fund 122,096 27,842 149,938

TOTAL FUNDS 122,096 27,842 149,938

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows:

Incoming Resources Movement in
resources expended funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds
General fund 146,001 (118,159) 27,842

TOTAL FUNDS 146,001 (118,159) 27,842

11. RELATED PARTY DISCLOSURES

There were no related party transactions for the year ended 31 December 2016.

12. ULTIMATE CONTROLLING PARTY

The charity is controlled collectively by a board of trustees. 
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

2016 2015
£ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS

Donations and legacies
Donations - 158,536

Other trading activities
Membership 27,822 32,828
Shop 3,350 2,529
Technical commission 16,008 10,773
Championships / ranking events 33,198 37,047
Nipper & Youth camp 39,671 44,436
Other income 9,302 6,677
Grants receivable 16,650 4,010

146,001 138,300

Total incoming resources 146,001 296,836

EXPENDITURE

Charitable activities
Rates and water 9,577 10,107
Insurance 12,052 12,873
Postage and stationery 23 897
Sundries 4,050 3,679
Pool hire 7,612 5,954
Shop 1,012 6,854
Competitions 9,808 38,122
Affiliations 8,610 1,617
Equipment and maintenance 2,738 7,021
Presentation night 4,985 4,560
Nipper and Youth camp 41,217 44,020
E-Learning and Web Page 5,788 4,559
Trophies & medals 806 3,813
Travelling expenses - 920
Plant and machinery 7,646 6,805
Grants payable 705 21,975

116,629 173,776

Support costs
Finance
Bank charges - 34
Governance costs
Accountancy and legal fees 1,530 930

Total resources expended 118,159 174,740

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING ASSOCIATION
OF WALES 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

2016 2015
£ £

Net income 27,842 122,096

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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