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Presidents Report 
Once again another outstanding year of Development within SLSA Wales and we 
are progressing in all areas of Surf Lifesaving. 

Club Development, Competition, Nippers, Masters, Youth, IRB’s and Lifesaving 
Technical Skills. All sections can be truly proud in raising Lifesaving standards. 

So please keep up the good work and let’s go forward together. 

I must give full praise to our Board of Management members who have worked 
diligently on your behalf. 

Our Chairman Mr Pat Thomas has worked through a very difficult year and we all 
owe him a massive vote of thanks, not forgetting our chairman’s wife Liz, who has 
been of immense support.  

2011 was as I stated last year, another action packed season with lots of 
Developments taking place, with vast improvements coming into place with 
examinations and competition entry procedures, which will benefit our members. So 
well done to our Technical and competition committees, not forgetting Mr Phil Rees 
and Mr Lyle Bluck who have had an outstanding year working on these new 
developments. 

I must admit to being of another era and someone who prefers answering questions. 
Never the less, its now the technical age and we have to move with the times and 
I’m sure our young computer Lifeguard wizards will love the new gadgets and 
challenge. 

SLSA Wales have a very strong base membership as shown by our MIS system; 
here again I must thank Mr Phil Rees, who is doing such a great job for us. 

I will not mention any results of our Welsh or International Competitions, as our 
commission Chairperson will be covering them. I will simply say, well done everyone. 
You have much to be very proud of. Oh sorry, but also as the President of Pen-y-
bont SLSC. I am honour bound to congratulate them on becoming Super Club of the 
Year Champions. Also to Mr Dave Murphy on becoming SLSA Wales Surf Lifesaver 
of the Year. Well done Dave you thoroughly deserved it. 

Nipper Camp was once again an outstanding weekend, We achieved a total of 1841 
life skill Awards over the weekend, The Nippers had a fantastic time, our Coaches 
and Helpers were outstanding and I have the very best Management support team,   

So thank you one and all, it would be totally impossible without all your efforts. 
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Sadly due to health reasons, I feel it is now time for me to hand over the Nipper 
Camp project to a younger person, so I think this year will be the very last of many 
wonderful years, The incredible plan is now on-going and things will just get better. 

Last year I invited the First Minister for Wales the Rt. Hon. Carwyn Jones AM to 
come and see what we are all about. He thought we were performing something very 
special and was full of praise for our Educational Programme. Carwyn is a true 
people’s person and after a very busy week in Parliament he took time out to make a 
special visit, I can assure you that he now knows all about our Nippers and SLSA 
Wales. It really was a pleasure to have him there with us and I formally thanked him 
on behalf of SLSA Wales for spending the time with us. 

Once again, I felt we made a good friend who understands the commitment involved 
in making something like Nipper Camp and voluntary Surf Lifesaving work. 

This year the NYC Commission would like to promote a structured Junior Training 
weekend at the Celtic Camping site just outside of St. Davids. It is hoped to produce 
the same magic feeling as Nipper Camp for our junior’s. Once again, the future of 
Junior Camps is within our own hands and by the support that you give by attending, 
so please get on board and hopefully next year I will be singing the praises of all 
your efforts. 

I cannot conclude without giving praise to Chris Parry and the merry band of the IRB 
crews, you are so enthusiastic and do such a magnificent job of work. Development 
of this section has been quite outstanding over the past few years. So on behalf of 
us all, a very big thanks you. 

Last season we had the pleasure of entertaining three very special people in Wales. 

Firstly Cuzz, all the way from Australia, who was simply quiet amazing with his 
coaching skills, his sessions were not to be missed and many people learned so 
much from him, we do hope that he can make it again this coming season. 

Secondly we had Peter Hallett the IRB Mechanic Expert, Peter again has an 
incredible talent and is so willing to share his expertise with us; The IRB Training 
Weekend at St. Davids was truly an Education for all the IRB crews. And finally Mr 
Warren Mitchell, Known though out the World as Mr Rubber Ducky. There really is 
very little that Warren does not know about his beloved creation, He truly is a great 
man who again shares all his experiences with Chris and the crews, he has been of 
enormous help to us over the past few years. 

Surf Lifesaving is something that brings people together from all parts of the world 
and we have been so fortunate to have made fiends with three great people. 

They are truly a fountain of knowledge, and are so willing to share that knowledge. 
Very simply, great people whom just love Wales. They have all applied for a Welsh 
Passport that I will present to them on their next visit. 
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Last but one, a very big thank you to (Papa Jay,) who must be the number one (One 
Man Band) in the world, they even wrote a James Bond theme song about him - No 
Body does it Better. 

Finally, I would like to wish all Clubs a successful 2012 season and thank you for 
keeping our Beaches Safe. 

Peter Lake MBE 

President SLSA Wales. 
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Chairman’s Report 
The first thing I must do is to thank all the members of SLSA Wales for all their 
support they have given me and my family throughout 2011, it was a tough year but 
2012 is already looking much brighter as I have had all good news. 
I would like to give a special thank you to Andrea Pennell, for all her hard work not 
only did she chair the competition commission, organise the competitions, referee 
most of them but she also took over the Chair of SLSA Wales while I was 
unavailable. 
S.L.S.A. Wales is full of unsung heroes, people who have very busy lives and hold 
down full time work commitments who give up a substantial amount of time not only 
in the summer but throughout the year to deliver an unpaid professional service 
keeping SLSA Wales on top of the game.  The amount of time it takes to organise 
exams and coaching set up manuals, organise and run competitions, train people in 
boat handling and provide safety cover, look after our youth, organise youth and 
nipper training camps, look after and obtain equipment, apply and obtain grant 
funding, the day to day running of the organisation, attending meetings, the list goes 
on and on.  To my knowledge there is no other organisation throughout Surf 
Lifesaving that can survive on the efforts of unpaid volunteers which can only speak 
volumes for the type of people we have in SLSA Wales. 
I think 2012, will be the year of changes throughout our organisation already work 
has started on remodelling our website, work is on-going to launch an ‘e-Learning’ 
system where you will be able to access and download all the training and coaching 
material you require.  We now have an all new electronic system in place to do the 
theory side of the NARS Examinations so keep up, and check the website on a 
regular basis so you do not miss out on anything. 
With the RNLI now working on more beaches throughout Wales, I think it is more 
important than ever to protect our Clubs Identities and to promote club profiles.  I 
would like to call on all clubs to appoint a press officer and any activities or incidents 
that your club is involved in let the public know, be visible on the beaches put your 
club name and logo on all equipment, when you have nippers training on the beach 
make them wear club hats or uniform, put up a sign for the public to know what’s 
going on, show them the work you are doing for the community, remember if we 
don’t blow out own trumpet no one else will. 
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Over the year Surf Lifesaving Clubs have played a vital part in saving lives and 
keeping our beaches safe, there are many people walking around today thanks to 
the courage and dedication of our volunteer members so let’s: 

• Be active on our beaches 
• Be seen by the public 
• Be professional in our attitude 
• But most of all be safe 

 

Many Thanks  

Pat Thomas 
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Secretary’s Report 
My first year as general secretary has been a major change from my normal comfort 
zone of jumping in the sea and assessing SLSA awards and has highlighted my lack 
of clerical and organising skills!!! However I was more than happy to help out when 
asked, as the thought of the association continuing without a secretary doesn’t bear 
thinking about. 

What this situation has proved to me is the fact that we are moving forward at a fast 
pace and in order to keep this momentum we need adapt and change the way we 
run the organisation, this will take time and will no doubt come at some cost but feel 
it is essential for the future of lifesaving in Wales. 

 

James Marks
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SLSA Wales Receipts & Payments Account (General Fund) 
from 1st January 2011 to 31st December 2011 
Income Receipts 
 This Year Last Year 
Voluntary Grants & Donations £ £ 
Sports Council for Wales 2000.00 5350.00 
Other 0.00 9773.00 
RNLI 33628.00 0.00 
Total 35628.00 15123.00 
Trading Activities   
Youth events 26009.00 28757.70 
Sport events 28718.31 36742.26 
Technical events 9085.00 8146.00 
Boat events 4117.00 3732.62 
Membership fees –individual 
&clubs 

30885.00 32928.00 

Other –presentation nights 6209.30 6503.00 
Equipment sales 12060.80 20101.00 
Total 117084.41 136910.58 
Total Receipts 152712.41              152033.58                 

Expenditure 
 This Year Last Year 
 £ £ 
Direct Expenditure   
Youth Commission 25961.96 30249.37 
Sport events 33671.33 31368.41 
Technical 8539.47 14664.57 
Boats 6797.37 5878.15 
Members insurances 12102.55 11073.18 
Equipment sales 240.00 990.00 
Presentation events 6348.55 5515.00 
Sports Safety Grants 5956.15 Nil 
Other Expenditure   
North Wales development costs 0.00 684.86 
Administration  & travel expenses 3345.81 2873.43 
RNLI Grants to clubs 19628.00 0.00 
Total 122591.19 103296.97 
Equipment Purchased 10356.70                     4047.40 
Payments 132947.89              107344.37 

Summary 
 This Year Last Year 
 £ £ 
Excess Receipts over Expenditure 44689.21 19764.52                     
Balance at Start of Year 29443.57 74132.78                     
Balance at End of Year 93897.30                     74132.78 
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Notes to accounts at 31 December 2011 
1. Equipment (£) 
 Boats  Radios Competition Technical PA/Trailer Total 
Valuation 
31/12/10 

14000 1500 3000 1000 6500 26000 
 

Additions 
2011 

2301 0 2561 5261 233 10356 
 

Total                         16301      1500 5561 6261 6733 36356 
 

New 
Valuation 
31/12/11 

14000 1000 5000 5000 5000 30000 

 

2. Stock (items for resale at cost) 
Items Note £ 
Nipper Boards Value at 31/12/10 11270 
Nipper Boards Value at 31/12/11 0 
Cost of Goods Sold   11270      
 

3. Debtors 
Due to SLSA Wales at 31 Dec 2011 - Nil 

4. Creditors 
• RNLI E Learning project grant £14000. 

5. Grants and Donations Received 
Grants & Donations £ 
Sports Council Wales - Development Grant 2000 
RNLI - E Learning Project  14000 
Club Support Grant  18328 
Entry level Training  1300   
Total 35628 
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Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2011 
 

Assets £ 
Equipment at Valuation 30000.00 
Bank Account 53897.30 
Principality Building Society -                                                                 
12 month fixed rate bond 

40000.00 

Total 123897.30 
Less   
Creditor at 31 Dec 2011  14000.00 
Net Assets 109897.30 
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Members and Incident Statistics 

Members 
In 2011 SLSA Wales had 26 Member Clubs and 2611 mebers broken down as 
follows. 

 

Incidents 
In 2011 SLSA Wales responded to 4,405 various incidents and requests. The largest 
number were advice requests totalling 4,079. There were 63 rescues and 21 medical 
evacuations. 

  

 

  

621 

511 

498 

960 

21 

Masters	   Seniors	   Juniors	   Nippers	   Life	  Members	  

34	  

144	  

21	  

51	  

63	  

13	  

Lost Person First Aid Medivac Assistance Rescue Other 
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Competition 
It seems we’ve only just recovered from Christmas & New Year when the Stillwater 
Championships loom.  Choosing suitable weekends that don’t clash with Six Nations 
Rugby, Mother’s Day or Easter is a difficult task.  Plus we have the added problem of 
trying to allow competitors to attend both the Welsh & GB Championships.  Last 
season was no exception! 
 
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Stillwater 
Championships 2011: 
 

• Nipper Champions – Mumbles 
• Youth Champions – Blyth 
• Senior Champions – Penybont 
• Masters Champions – Penybont 

 
ILSE has withdrawn the obstacle races from the European Championships in future 
competitions, therefore Wales has made the decision to follow suit.  For the 2012 
season and beyond obstacle races and obstacle relays will be removed from our 
Stillwater championships.   
 
As the weather started to get warmer competitors changed chlorine for salt!  The 
Welsh Team selection was decided upon after two ranking events for Youth, only 
one ranking event for the seniors but conducted as a ‘double header’, plus the Welsh 
Championships.  The following athletes should be delighted with their selection and 
fully deserve their Welsh Cap for 2011. 
 
Seniors 
Nick	  Thomas	   	   	   	   	   Leanne	  Martlew	  
Garod	  Thomas	  	   	   	   	   Rhian	  Thomas	  	   	   	   	   	  
Lloyd	  Rosewell	   	   	   	   Cerys	  Ruddall	  
Richard	  Watkins	   	   	   	   Sophie	  Moore	  
Sam	  Moore	   	   	   	   	   Emma	  Holloway	  
Chris	  Parry	   	   	   	   	   Sian	  Hill	  
 
U19  
Rhys Perry     Mali James  
Tomos Turner    Nia Thomas 
Tom Parry     Cassie James 
Lewis Campbell    Bronwen Apsee 
Ash Lewis     Teg Young 
Matt Robinson    Bethan Davies 
 

U16     
Max Addey     Kirstin Watts 
Keiran Knowles    Kathryn Gardner 
Dan Owen     Anthea Young 
Scott Riches     Taylor Robinson 
Jack Evans     Abigail Phipps 
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Ieuan Davies     Rea Evans 
 

U14      
Ben Owen     Leah Harris 
Emyr Meek     Laura Braggins 
Craig Lewis     Sara Phillips 
Keland Phennemore   Olivia Gwyn 
Gareth Morgan    Tayla Edgerton 
Tomos Pritchard    Summer Webster 
 
The Celtic Cup was contested on 13 August 2011 at Aberavon.  Teams from Devon, 
Cornwall, Ireland and France took part but Wales were victorious in both the Youth 
and Senior competitions. Thanks go to Craig Robinson, Glen Clatworthy, Sian 
Rosewell and Lee Perry for all their hard work and encouragement with the Welsh 
Teams. 
 
Our Ocean Championships were held over three separate weekends in July and 
August.  The Masters Competition at St David’s saw some very testing conditions for 
competitors and proved to be a nail biting experience for Liz Thomas who was doing 
the results - just 17 points separating first and second places! 
 
The Nipper Competition was a busy as ever and the March Past was absolutely 
spectacular.  Finally came the Youth and Senior Competition; yes a fantastic 
competition but just awful weather! 
 
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Ocean 
Championships 2011: 
 

• Nipper Champions – Mumbles 
• Youth Champions – Penybont 
• Senior Champions – Penybont 
• Masters Champions – Rhoose 

 
The competition season was concluded with the IRB Welsh Championships at Barry; 
the results of which were incorporated into the Welsh Super Club scoring for the first 
time.  Congratulations go to Penybont. 24 clubs contested the 2011 Super Club 
competition and congratulations go to Penybont who were 2011 winners.  The full 
results are shown in the table at the end. 
 
Four Welsh Competitors must also be congratulated for GB international honours.   
 

• Rhys Perry - GB team for European Youth Championships 2011  
• Nick Thomas, Lloyd Rosewell, and Rhian Thomas – GB team for European 

Senior Championships 2011. 
 
Competitions are fun, organised and professional. Martin John is always at the 
poolside or on the beach hours before many competitors are even up and about on 
competition day.  You would be hard pressed to find a better competition arena 
worldwide!  Chris Parry and crews organise safety cover and move the buoys around 
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in some exhausting conditions.  Nigel Martlew, Pat Thomas, Liz Thomas, Huw 
Murray & Craig Robinson (and me!) have all refereed different competitions this year 
at the pool and in the ocean.  Marshalls, timekeepers, recorders, umbrella holders – 
without you all the competitions would not run.  Thank you to everybody who helps 
out at our pool and ocean competitions – we really couldn’t do it without you. 
 

 Club Stillwater 
Nippers 

Stillwater 
Youth 

Stillwater 
Seniors 

Stillwater 
Masters 

Ocean 
Nippers 

Ocean 
Youth 

Ocean 
Seniors 

Ocean 
Masters IRB Total 

1 Pen-y-bont 36 36 50 50 45 50 50 45 50 412 

2 Rhoose 34 41 41 41 41 45 45 50  338 

3 Mumbles 50 45 45 34 50 41  30  295 

4 Langland Bay 41 28 30 45 38 26 41 38  287 

5 Aberavon 38 38 32 36 34 34 36 34  282 

6 Rest Bay 45 34 34 38 36 38   38 263 

7 Sker 28 24 24 32 30 28 38 41  245 

8 Southerndown 30    28 24   41 123 

9 Porthmawr      36  36 45 117 

10 Llantwit Major 32 26   32 20    110 

11 Llanelli 26 30  30      86 

12 Midland Surf  22  28    32  82 

13 Blyth  50 26       76 

14 Porthcawl     26 30    56 

15 County Clare      18 34   52 

16 Loughborough   38       38 

17 Crawley Town   36       36 

18 Aberystwyth      32    32 

19 Heanor  32        32 

20 Jackson's Bay       32   32 

21 Leeds Phoenix   28       28 

22 Aberporth     24     24 

24 Poppit Sands      22    22 

 
Super Club Championship Table 
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Powercraft 
Once again I would like to start my report by thanking all the IRB Crews for all the 
tremendous work they have done in 2011. As always the season proved to be an extremely 
busy one for all clubs with IRB’s and our infrastructure and knowledge of all things IRB 
related are second to none - keep up the good work. 
 
The training weekends at Porthcawl and St. Davids proved to be a great success, as always, 
with the weekend at St Davids not only being a great social event, but allowing crews to 
practice and get some hours in under the most challenging of surf conditions. 
 
A total of 47 IRB awards were successfully taken in Wales in 2011. Congratulations to all 
who took the time as unpaid volunteers to learn the skills and get the hours in to take and 
pass these awards. None of our events can take place without boat cover and I would urge 
as many qualified members as possible to step forward to help out at these events to ease 
the workload in 2012. Anyone who helps out with the IRBs at more than 5 events on behalf 
of SLSA Wales in 2012 will automatically become a member of the IRB Premier Team and 
receive recognition at the end of the season. 
 
Our ‘fleet’ now consists of over 20 boats in Wales including Achilles, Arancia, Avon and 
Humber Rescue Boats on beaches as far apart as Barry in the East of Wales to Aberporth in 
the West. I would like to welcome Langland Bay SLSC as the newest member of the IRB 
family in Wales after taking delivery of an IRB at the end of last season. SLSA Wales has 2 
fully equipped boats available for safety cover within Wales. We also have additional motors 
available as ‘spares’ for use within Wales. These motors are available for short-term loan 
periods to Clubs in the event of their own motor needing repair. 
 
Clubs interested in buying a new boat can obtain beneficial rates from our Australian 
connections at Achilles and also with Arancia in New Zealand. Thanks to Peter Hallett at Mid 
Coast Marine for all the on-going help and assistance he gives us together with Graham 
Bursill and John & Chris Speight for their continued support. 
 
The competition calendar seems to grow in size every year and in 2011 we arranged IRB 
cover for all the various mass examinations, ranking events and competitions in Wales 
ranging from a few hours on the water covering a ranking event to putting boats on the water 
for two days to cover the National Championships, in challenging weather, at Porthcawl in 
August. Many thanks to all that took time out on their weekends to help with IRB cover.  
 
I would also like to congratulate Penybont SLSC for once again winning the National IRB 
Championships at Barry in September. This popular event is now in its third year and its 
great seeing fully trained and experienced Crews competing against each other in simulated 
rescue events demonstrating the inflatable rescue boat handling skills they have developed 
on our beaches during the season.  
 
As always, training sessions will be organised throughout the season for Clubs or individuals 
wishing to improve their skills or gain qualifications during 2012. 
 
Once again many thanks for the support in 2011 and I look forward to seeing you on the 
water in the summer. 
 

Chris Parry 
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Youth 
As Chairman I am pleased to write this report on behalf of the Youth Commission. 

Another outstanding year for SLSA Wales, I believe we are achieving our 
commitment to the youth of Wales by providing a programme of events throughout 
the year of a high standard. 

The commission meets every other month and is always very well attended by the 
youth representatives from our welsh clubs. I believe we are very fortunate to have 
such a strong commission. We act on your ideas and suggestions put forward by you 
and continue to improve our lifesaving techniques by way of training weekends, 
carnivals, galas and competitions. 

Competitions 
As usual we started off the year with the Nipper and Junior Stillwater championships. 
A very long day for the children, coaches and parents but it was well run by the 
competition commission and helpers, The standard of swimming was tremendous at 
all ages which holds great promise for the lifeguards of the future. 

Into June and the beach carnivals start with Mumbles hosting the first of these at 
Caswell Bay, An excellent day with good weather and good competition. During the 
summer Llantwit Major, Porthcawl, Aberporth, Aberavon, Porthmawr all put on beach 
carnivals for the nippers to take part in and try out their skills that they have learnt at 
their club training days, a big thank-you to all the clubs for hosting the events. 

The Annual SLSA Wales Nipper Ocean Championships took place at Aberavon and 
run very successfully by the Aberavon Club with help from coaches and parents and 
was well contested by nearly all our welsh clubs.  The programme of events was 
extensive so that every nipper has a chance to compete in their chosen event. 

Porthcawl was the setting for the Junior championships. There were some very good 
performances and witnessed by the large group of spectators. 

Youth Training Weekend (Pembray) 
Pembrey was again the setting for the junior training weekend. Fair weather, plenty 
of activities and good coaching made it a successful event and a big thank-you to the 
organizers and some of the Senior Welsh Team members for coming to coach the 
juniors. 

Nipper Camp 
I say this every year but yet again we have had a successful training weekend at 
Atlantic College for all our 8 – 11 year old nippers. Over 270 attended with great 
support from club coaches, helpers and members of the commissions. Peter Lake 
makes it all happen with his usual enthusiasm and really appreciates the letters of 
thanks he receives from the clubs. The weather was kind to us yet again and awards 
were taken in resuscitation, first aid and beach safety. It is a fantastic venue and 
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hope it continues for years to come. Yet again it will be a full house as the venue is 
booked to capacity. 

Nipper Club of the Year 
This award was presented at the Youth Presentation Night to the club that the 
commission think has proved to support the region in all aspects of lifesaving 
throughout the year. 2011 saw Llantwit Major win this prestigious award. Well done! 

Conclusion 
Mike Allen and Chris Braggins have again been voted in as Chairman and Secretary 
respectively for this forthcoming year. Thank you again for all your support.  

Mike Allen 
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