2014 Annual Report

1

2

At a Glance
 SLSA Wales converted from unincorporated charity to Charity Incorporated
Organisation (CIO Number ~ 1157762)
 Secured our first premises to be converted to a Vocational Learning Centre
 SLSA Wales IRB Crews co-ordinated the water safety cover at the 2014
World Lifesaving Championships in France
 Twenty-eight volunteer lifeguard clubs affiliated to SLSA Wales in 2014
 SLSA Wales had 2879 individual members in 2014 reflecting two years of
growth at 6%
 65 people were rescued by SLSA Wales volunteers and 300 first aid incidents
were dealt with
 240 volunteers successfully passed their surf lifeguard/lifesaver awards
 75 junior surf lifesaver qualifications were awarded
 179 beach lifeguards were employed in Wales for the 2014 summer season
and 99% were qualified to Beach Lifeguard standard through SLSA Wales
 272 nippers with 47 helpers and coaches attended the 2014 Nipper Camp
and 1632 Nipper Life Skills awards were taken.
 47 Nipper Coaches and Assistant Coaches were qualified
 150 junior members attended the Junior Camp at St David’s, with 28 coaches
and 14 IRB helpers
 No change in membership fees reflecting times of austerity
 Electronic online membership payments created
 Agreement in Principle signed with RLSS over shared resources
 Agreement for Organisation of ILSE 2015 European Championships signed
with SLS GB
 10 hard copy manuals created from the E-learning project, given free with
support from the RNLI, to every voluntary lifeguard in Wales, covering:
Surf Lifeguard
Junior Lifeguard
Nippers
IRB
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President
2015 is going to be a massive year of Development within SLSA Wales.
Moving forward from an unincorporated Board of Management Charity, to an
incorporated Charity Board of Trustees will offer our future Officers advantages of
protection. Sterling work was carried out by Phil Rees our secretary to make these
changes possible.
2014 season was possibly one of the most important seasons in the history of SLSA
Wales. Development was carried out under the guidance of our Chairman Mr Pat
Thomas and our Board of Management Team. Working relationships and
memorandum of understandings were secured with the RNLI, RLSS,
SLS GB. South Wales Ambulance Service. And the European ILS Organisation.
The One Awards Structure of Lifeguard Qualifications is a major breakthrough, which
will benefit all Lifesaving Organisations. Here we thank Mr Lyle Bluck our Awards
Technical Chairman, who has worked tirelessly on behalf of SLSA Wales within a
joint working committee of the above Lifesaving Organisations.
Lyle is also congratulated on being awarded The SLSA Wales Surf Lifesaver of the
year Award. An Honour well deserved for his outstanding contribution to Surf
Lifesaving Wales in 2014.
Our Chairman Mr Pat Thomas and our Secretary Mr Phil Rees have been working in
partnership with SLS GB Involving the biggest competition ever to come within SLSA
Wales, which is the European ILS Championships. So please volunteer to help and
support this very special event,
Additionally to this, SLSA Wales is still running its own domestic competitions
events, involving Nippers, Youth, Senior’s, Master’s IRB’s, Lifesaving Awards, Each
commission Chair will report upon their activities. More importantly, Clubs are
carrying out their voluntary patrol duties on their designated Beaches.
None of these achievements could be possible without hard working Management
and Club Committee structures, so congratulations and thank you for your continued
commitment.
Our Chairman Pat Thomas and wife Liz organised an excellent Presentation Evening
at the Towers Hotel. Which for me is a class venue, great food, accommodation and
facilities, plus we had curry rice and chips thrown in with the International Wales
Rugby game on the Saturday afternoon.
So congratulations and many thanks to Pat and Liz for all your efforts and another
very enjoyable evening.
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I think it is appropriate at this time to record the passing of Alan Lloyd from Langland
Bay Lifeguard Club. Alan was a larger than life figure in lifesaving over many
decades and worked throughout the UK in developing and promoting voluntary
lifesavers. Our thoughts are with Alan’s family, friends and Club members.
Conclusion.
Due to health reasons, I feel it is now the right time to take a step back after 25 years
of running Nipper Camps. Needless to say that I will still continue to help and support
all the people who have supported me over the years. We’ve had a fantastic time
and last year was one of our best ever.
Nipper Camp Developments have always been very special and I have enjoyed
every minute of my involvement, plus working with such motivated members has
been such a privilege.
There have been so many special people over the years, which makes it an
impossible task to name everyone without forgetting someone. So I will simply say,
you all know who you are and thanks for some wonderful memories, it’s been brilliant
and I could not have done it without you all.
It is now also going to be so enjoyable watching our new Team continue with
Developments.
Wishing all Clubs a successful coming season.
Kind Regards

MBE.
President.

David Lewis, Penybont
SLSC receiving his Life
Membership from our
President, Peter Lake,
supported in the background
with our Chair, Pat Thomas
at the 2014 Annual
Presentation Evening.
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Chair
Yet again 2014 was a year full of unsung heroes. People who give up endless
amount of time to make our association run smoothly, from Nipper and Youth
Camps, all the Competitions, Technical and exams, web sites and learning to Power
craft all this takes an amazing effort to get all the finer points organised and I thank
you all.
In 2015 will be the year that will put SLSA Wales on the Lifesaving map. In the first
two weeks of August we will in partnership with SLSGB be hosting the European
Lifesaving Championships this will be the biggest open and Stillwater event ever to
be held in Wales.
The first week will see International teams from 19 countries compete in an
International event and the second week there will be over one thousand competitors
competing to decide who is the best lifeguard club in Europe. The competition will be
in two parts the ocean events being held in Aberavon and the pool events to be held
in the 50 metre Swansea University pool, so please if you have any spare time on
your hands in August we would love you to help out as we will be needing all the
help we can get (go onto the lifesaving 2015.co.uk web site, where you will find
registration forms).
I would like to say a special thank you to all the staff at Swansea University, Neath
Port Talbot County Borough Council, SLS GB, SLSA Wales, The Towers Hotels and
the committee of Aberavon Lifeguard Club for all the help that they have given to
make this event possible.
Many thanks for all your support throughout 2014 and hope to see you all on the
beach very soon.
Best wishes

Chair

Mike Allen, Penybont SLSC
receiving recognition of 50
years of service to Surf
Lifesaving, from Pat Thomas,
Chair, with Peter Lake our
President and m/c for the
Presentation night looking on.
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Secretary
Following my retirement from full-time work in November 2013 and needing a hobby
to keep my brain active !!, I agreed to be nominated for the vacant secretary’s
position at last year’s AGM. Was that a mistake?, I hope not (others may
disagree!!), but although being ultra-busy, my first year in the role has flown by and
for the most part, been ultra-enjoyable.
Two big projects have focused my attention last year:
1. Achieving Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) status
2. Lifesaving 2015 ~ The European Lifesaving Championships
Changing from an unincorporated charity to incorporated charity, was not an easy
process and we must be honest here, without the help of Sue Hovey from Sport
Wales, who was employed to guide us by WCVA, we would probably not have
achieved it. The paperwork was never ending and without Sue’s legal and business
background, we would have been foundering in the surf without a paddle. A huge
thanks to Sue for that and it was a shame she was not available to attend our
presentation evening.
Not long after I was elected, our Chair told me about an approach by SLS GB to
stage a joint bid to host the 2015 European Lifesaving Championships. We did
consider this some years ago, when the National Pool was being built, but at the
time we decided not to pursue it further. For a number of years, I have been working
with one of the business arms of Swansea University and so we decided to give it a
go, with Aberavon hosting the beach events and Swansea University hosting the
pool events, as well as the athletes’ village. Well we won the joint bid and really
since the end of last summer, it has been all system go. An update on Lifesaving
2015 will be given at the AGM.
Others have written about this in the past, but I will repeat it again, working within the
structure of SLSA Wales’s Management Board and four Commissions, we have very
experienced volunteers doing an amazing job and if we had to pay them the going
rate for their services to lifesaving; well I think we would have to look to the far east
for rich benefactor. How lucky we all are, but it doesn’t stop there, for underneath all
of them are hundreds more serving the ‘grass roots’ of our volunteer clubs. A big
thank you to you all.
Finally at the time or writing this report, we are in the process of setting up a
‘Vocational Learning Centre (VLC) with funds from the RNLI. The grant from them is
greatly appreciated and we look forward to inviting you all to our opening in the next
couple of months.

Secretary
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Competition Commission
Stillwater 2014.
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Stillwater
Championships 2014:
Nipper Champions – Rest Bay
Youth Champions – Mumbles
Senior Champions – Blyth
Masters Champions – Mumbles
The Wilkinson Sword went to the first ranking Welsh club at the Youth, Senior &
Masters’ championships; congratulations go to Mumbles.
Richard Owen dealt with the entries, scoring and results. This again proved to be
very successful and my thanks go to him. Thanks also go to the referees Liz
Thomas and Craig Robinson - and their small army of officials.
Ocean 2014
Congratulations go to the following clubs for their successes at the Welsh Ocean
Championships 2014:
Nipper Champions – Rest Bay
Youth Champions – Penybont
Senior Champions – Penybont
Masters Champions – Penybont
The Wilkinson Sword went to the first ranking Welsh club at the Youth, Senior &
Masters’ championships; congratulations go to Penybont.
Super Club 2014
The 2014 Super Club competition was contested by 22 clubs and congratulations go
to Mumbles who were 2014 winners. The full results are as follows:
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Stillwater
Youth

Stillwater
Seniors

Stillwater
Masters

Ocean
Nippers

Ocean
Youth

Ocean
Seniors

Ocean
Masters

Mumbles

45

50

45

50

45

45

45

32

357

Pen-y-bont

36

41

41

45

38

50

50

50

351

Langland Bay

41

38

34

41

32

38

41

41

306

Rhoose

38

36

36

38

41

41

34

38

302

Aberavon

24

32

26

36

32

38

Rest Bay

50

24

28

50

30

Llantwit Major

32

28

28

36

Sker

22

34

20

Blyth

45

50

IRB

Total

Stillwater
Nippers

Position
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Club

188
182

30

45

169

36

142

36

131

Centurion

28

34

34

96

Llanelli

30

30

32

92

Southerndown

34

30

Porthmawr

22

Folkstone

26

30

38

Cold Knap

88

28

26

76
66

Aberystwyth
24
26

34

28
20

Poppit Sands

32

86
22

Crawley Town

88

30

Porthcawl

Whitmore Bay

24

18

28

66

26

36

62

34

58

26

Rawmarsh

20

Heanor

18

52

32

52
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Atlantic Games 2014 Youth Team
Report by Lee Perry – Team Manager
The completion was over three days and the teams were excellent. I would like to
thank the team captains of Jack Evans and Kathryn Gardner who were outstanding
in their role and for their support and assistance.
During the competition we were praised by the organisers for our presentation,
performance and attitude towards the competition and the other athletes, sharing tips
on how we tackle certain technical sides of the sport. The teams were exceptional
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given the very hot weather we had and could not have performed any better. Wales
finished 2nd and 3rd overall with several individuals gaining medals. A very
experienced Devon team won the competition and were using the event as training
for the World Championships.
The following athletes should be delighted with their selection and fully deserve their
Welsh Cap for 2014.
Boys: Jack Evans, Keland Phinnemore, Alex Parry, Lewis Crompton, Rhys Gardner,
William Watkins, Ben Cheley, Thomas Lewis, Finn Rees, James Battell,
Keiran Morris.
Girls: Kathryn Gardner, Leah Harris, Kerstin Watts, Lauren Blake, Rebecca Murray,
Kelsea Peterson, Louisa White, Molly Thackeray, Georgia Hodges, Mari Watkins,
Grace Morgan, Lowri Morrison, Georgia Wall.

Members of the Youth team awarded their Welsh Caps at the
2014 Annual Presentation evening.

Arena Rescue 2014 Montpellier France Senior Team
Report by Chris Parry and Dave Murphy
The team was managed by Powercraft group members Chris Parry and Dave
Murphy and competed over 5 days in both the pool and the ocean against top
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competitors from Europe – over 1,000 competitors took part in the event with many
of them using the event as a ‘dress rehearsal’ for the World Championships which
was to be held at the same venue later in the year.
Competition was fierce but Team Wales were a credit to the Association both on and
off the water but a special mention must go to Chris Parry for his performance on the
beach and Zara Williams for her results in the pool competition. The managers would
also like to thank all team members and team captains for the professionalism they
showed during the 5 days they represented Wales abroad.
Senior Men: Lloyd Rosewell (c), Ashley Morris, Chris Parry, Tom Parry,
Lewis Rosewell
Senior Ladies: Lindsay Lewis (c), Mali James, Zara Williams, Tanara O’Neill,
Lauren Blake, Rhian Thomas
Welsh Competitors must also be congratulated for GB international honours.
Keland Phinnemore - GB team World Youth Championships 2014
Christopher Parry, Ashley Lewis, Mali James, Zara Williams - GB team World Senior
Championships 2014
2014 was an important year for Welsh lifesavers at the World Championships in
France. Youth through to Masters competed against the best in the world and came
away with medals; securing success in all of the events held during the competition.
Wales was most certainly put on the map!
Congratulations go to all who competed and came away as World champions.
As always my personal thanks goes to the following: Martin John, Steve Chambers,
Chris Parry and boats crews, Pat Thomas, Liz Thomas, Simon Perry, Kieran Bluck,
Craig Robinson, Shan Parry and Kim James. Marshalls, timekeepers, recorders and
club officials, thank you to everybody who helps out at our pool and ocean
competitions.

Competition Chair

Andrea Pennell, Llantwit Major
SLSC receiving 2014 Nipper
Club of the Year award, from
Mike Allen, Chair Youth
Commission.
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Powercraft Commission
I would like to start my report by thanking all ‘boaties’ for the tremendous work they have
done in 2014. The season proved to be an extremely busy one for all Clubs with IRB’s and
our infrastructure and knowledge of all things IRB related are second to none - keep up the
good work.
The structured training weekends at Ogmore by Sea and St. Davids proved to be a great
success, as always, with the weekend at St Davids not only being a great social event, but
allowing crews to practice and get some hours on the water in challenging conditions. Whist
the St. Davids event in 2014 was smaller than in previous years it was great to see many
new younger faces at the event learning IRB skills – we are predominately a youth driven
organisation and without younger people stepping in and getting involved the organisation
will struggle. Fortunately this does not seem to be an issue within the Powercraft Group.
A total of 28 IRB Awards and Proficiency updates were successfully taken in Wales in 2014.
Congratulations to all who took the time as unpaid volunteers to learn the skills and get the
hours in to keep their skills up to date and get the qualifications needed to operate an IRB
safely and competently. None of our events can take place without boat cover and I would
urge as many qualified members as possible to step forward to help out at these events to
ease the workload in 2015.
2014 also saw the publication of the ‘SLSA Wales Inflatable Rescue Boat Manual’ which has
taken over two years of time and effort by the Powercraft Group and others to produce and
publish – my thanks go out to all that helped make this possible. The manual is available
from your IRB Captain within your Club or via any of the instructors and examiners in the
Powercraft Group and is an essential learning aid for those who want to get involved with
IRB’s or refresh their existing knowledge. It is planned that the learning materials will be
developed and updated on an ongoing basis ‘on line’ from 2015 onwards.
The SLSA Wales boats were on the water on 45 separate occasions in 2014 and this takes
dedication and lots of time and effort from everyone involved in Powercraft. We have high
standards in Wales - our boats and motors have next to no mechanical issues and our crews
remain safe on the water. This is not down to luck but due to the work put in and the height
of the standards set.
Having high standards in Wales means our crews are always looking to improve the
voluntary service they provide and would welcome any input you may have, including any
potential negative feedback. However, as with all feedback, it is essential to put it into
context and I would suggest the first step would be to get involved and trained in the use of
the IRB and experience the amount of work and effort required. New or returning boat crew
are always welcome and are actively encouraged to contact their Club IRB coordinator or
SLSA Wales Powercraft, where you’ll always find a friendly face.
Our ‘fleet’ currently consists of over 20 boats in Wales including Achilles, Arancia, Avon and
Humber Rescue Boats on beaches as far apart as Barry in the East of Wales to Aberporth in
the West. We have also been fortunate to be involved with Zodiac MilPro in 2014 with the
testing and development of a new IRB. The ZMSR-380 will be manufactured in Europe and
available from the end of 2014 onwards as an additional option for anyone considering
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buying an IRB for Surf Rescue purposes. The boat was introduced and used extensively at
the World Championships in September and had positive reviews from the IRB Crews who
attended the event.
SLSA Wales has 2 fully equipped boats available for safety cover within Wales. We also
have additional motors available as ‘spares’ for use within Wales. These motors are
available for short term loan periods to Clubs in the event of their own motor needing repair.
Clubs across Wales can also tap into this valuable resource through the provision of locally
provided IRB Crew training and development available through the structure of SLSA Wales
Powercraft.
The competition calendar seems to grow in size every year and in 2014 we arranged IRB
cover for all the various mass examinations, ranking events and competitions in Wales
ranging from a few hours in the water covering a junior ranking event to putting boats on the
water for two days to cover the National Championships at Aberavon in August. Many
thanks to all that took time out on their weekends to help with IRB cover. I would also like to
thank Porthcawl SLSC for allowing us to use their facilities throughout the season for
ongoing IRB training. Having the use of their premises has really helped with the training and
development of IRB crews and I would like to formally thank the members and committee of
Porthcawl SLSC for the help and assistance they have given to Powercraft throughout the
2014 season.
IRB Crews from Wales were also involved in various IRB events throughout the World in
2014 including two visits to France to offer competition safety cover and training skills for
French crews and also providing safety cover at Arena Rescue and the World
Championships in Montpellier where SLSA Wales crews provided the majority of the water
safety cover for these major events. I would especially like to thank those who gave up time
at their own expense to provide the 11 days of water safety cover needed to make the World
Championships the success it was.
I have often said our boat crews are as good as any you will find anywhere and this was
perhaps confirmed by our success in the IRB competition at the World Championships
where a Team from Wales became the Single Rescue IRB World Champions – the first time
this event has been won by a Crew from outside the Southern Hemisphere. Congratulations
to Tom, Dan and Jessy for all the hard work you put in to win this prestigious IRB event.
2015 is already shaping up to be another busy season, especially with the European
Championships being held at Aberavon in early August and I would encourage all Clubs with
IRB’s to get involved in the SLSA Wales Powercraft Group. As always training sessions will
be organised throughout the season for Clubs or individuals wishing to improve their skills or
gain qualifications and we can help you with any technical issues you may have – look out
for the IRB Bulletins from SLSA Wales Powercraft in 2015 which will keep you informed on
all matters associated with running an effective IRB service at your Club.
Once again many thanks for the support in 2014 and I look forward to seeing you on the
water in 2015.

Chair
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Technical Commission
This has been what can only be described as a landmark year for the Technical
Commission. We now have our own resources in the form of three areas on the SLSA Wales
e-learning platform devoted to specific age groups, Nippers, Juniors and a full Lifeguard
resource. The resources complement the awards for the corresponding age groups and
provide all the teaching material for successful contesting of the related awards. Many
people had input and helped in the production of the resources and I would like to thank
them all. We intend to develop the platforms to include more video clips and update the
technical content when and where it is necessary.
There has been a steady increase in the Awards taken this year. The commission has taken
on board suggestions from members supplied via the 2013 end of season survey monkey.
We have cut down on the number of forms needed for administration purposes and have
also improved the turn - around time between receiving the claim form and issuing
certificates. We take on board suggestions made and are constantly trying to improve and
maintain our administration procedures, clearly however we cannot do this without your help
especially when Awards are needed to be recorded on the MIS in order that members can
be entered for Competitions and Championships. 2014 was difficult in this respect due to
non -compliance with the cut off dates set and indeed not having the correct Award to meet
the entry criteria. Club co-operation is requested on this.
Regional Tutors have worked hard this year in arranging assessments. I would like to thank
them for all their hard work, they were supported by a loyal team of Trainer Assessors who
gave up their time freely in order to ensure thorough assessment ensuring the maintenance
of the high standards we expect in Wales. Thanks must be given to Darren Williams our
Development Tutor who has thoroughly reviewed our Safety Policy which has now been
adopted by the Board of Trustees he has also produced an Open Water Risk Assessment
Document both of which are embedded in the 2015 Awards handbook.
September 2014 saw a landmark in the history of Lifeguarding in Britain. SLSA Wales, RLSS
UK and SLSGB finally signed assessment criteria for a unified lifeguard qualification to be
known as The National Vocational Beach Lifeguard Qualification (NVBLQ). The Award took
nearly two years to develop and has already been accepted as the national standard for
beach lifeguard employment in Britain. SLSA Wales will be replacing our Surf Lifeguard
Award with the NVBLQ from January 2014. Personally I would like to thank all who helped
make this possible especially Cliff Nelson (RLSS UK), Lauren Turner (SLSGB) for
development together with Peter Dawes (RNLI) and Chris Payne (National Water Safety
Forum) for facilitating and chairing meetings.
The Technical Commission meetings are open to all, we would welcome ‘new blood’ please
feel free to attend. We have a number of developments in the pipeline which we will keep
clubs informed of throughout 2015.

Chair
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2014 Awards Summary
Pool Based Water Safety Awards
Nipper Surf Competence Level 1

37

Nipper Surf Competence Level 2

291

Nipper Surf Competence Level 3

289

Nipper Surf Competence Level 4

88

Pool Water Safety awards

28

Pool Lifesaver (ILS Standard)

52

Ocean Based Awards
Junior Surf Lifesaver

75

Racing Ski Competence

37

Surf Lifesaver / Surf Coach

23

Surf Lifeguard

217

Beach Patrol

4

Masters Surf Lifesaver

4

Masters Surf Competition

7

Powercraft Awards
IRB Crew

5

IRB Coxswain

3

IRB Proficiency Test

11

First Aid Awards
Emergency Aid 1

3

Emergency Aid 2

11

Public Access Defibrillation

8 (Welsh Ambulance Service)**

Emergency First Responder

8 (Welsh Ambulance Service)**

Education Programme
Trainer / Assessor Programme

9

Introduction to Coaching Level 1

9
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Youth Development Commission
As Chairman I am pleased to write this report on behalf of the commission. During
the year I have been impressed by the support of all the Welsh clubs and the
attendance at our youth meetings. With your help we are able to carry forward any
changes and act upon ideas put forward by your clubs
2014 was again a busy year on and off the beach. Membership seems to be
increasing going by the numbers that are attending the club carnivals. Well done to
all the clubs that hosted these events and to the coaches who enable these
youngsters to perform to their best ability. Not every child wants to compete at
national and international level so it is great to see these carnivals taking place so
every member has the chance to enter these events, enjoy themselves and feel part
of their club.
The season started back in March with the Welsh Nipper Stillwater event at
Swansea followed by the Youth event later in the month. We are very lucky to have
this facility on our doorstep. These were very well attended and ran very smoothly
thanks to the Sports commission. Well done to all that competed and a big thank you
to all the club coaches and parents that helped on the poolside.
Aberavon was the setting for the Welsh Nipper Ocean Championships. A
tremendous amount of hard work was put in by the organizers and Aberavon Club.
The junior section is also looking strong which holds well for the future of lifesaving.
The coaches put in a lot of their time in organizing these youngsters and taking
them to all parts of the UK, so please support them when asked, and help make their
job that much easier and rewarding. It was a pleasure to see them receiving their
Welsh Caps at the presentation night. They deserve this accolade after the many
training hours they put in.
Some of our clubs crossed the border and entered some of the SLSA GB events.
There were good results against the strong clubs from Devon and Cornwall. Well
done.
Our calendar is again very full for 2015 so check out the web site and get your dates
booked especially if you require accommodation or camping! It will be even busier
this year with the European Championships taking place in The National Pool,
Swansea and the Ocean events at Aberavon during August.
NIPPER TRAINING WEEKEND 2014
Again another successful weekend at Atlantic College for over 250 nippers with ages
ranging from 8 to 11. There was a fair amount of disruption due to building work but
the college supplied us with tents and classrooms. The weather was kind to us and
awards were taken in beach safety, resuscitation and first aid. Nearly every Welsh
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club was represented. We will be short of another dorm this year so apply early.
Many thanks to Pete Lake and his band of coaches and helpers for their commitment
in running this training weekend. What a fantastic venue and hope it continues for
years to come.
Peter is standing down this year after many years of running Nipper Camp and
handing over the organizing of this event to his daughter Dawn Thackeray. We thank
him for all he has achieved in making this a fantastic weekend from all the nippers
coaches and helpers that have attended over the past 15years. Thank You.
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND 2014
We again travelled down to West Wales to have a weekend of training, instruction
and fun at Celtic Camping. The training took place on site and also at Whitesands
beach, St Davids, Coaching of surf swimming, board racing and beach events by our
club coaches and The Inshore Rescue Boats were made available for the
youngsters to go in which they all enjoyed. Andrea organized a friendly team
Competition which was a new addition. There was also training in resuscitation,
beach safety, first aid, the food was excellent and the evening entertainment was a
success. The venue was perfect and enjoyed by all so this year’s weekend has been
booked again. A big thank you to Dawn Thackeray for all the work she puts in getting
this event off the ground. Also thanks once again to all the coaches and helpers for
making it successful, to the IRB crew for their cover on the beach and to Porthmawr
club.
NIPPER CLUB OF THE YEAR 2014
This award was presented at the Wales SLSA presentation night. It goes to the club
that the commission feels has supported the region in all aspects of lifesaving
throughout the year. I was very pleased to present the trophy to Llantwit Major
SLSC. They are a very successful club with a very strong group of coaches putting in
hours of training at the beach and the pool for their members. Well Done.
TRAINING
The Nipper and Youth training manuals have been produced ready for you to look at.
A lot of hard work has been put in by Lyle and Phil. This can be found on our web
site for members to download as required. There is a great amount of information on
the web site so check it out using your MIS log in number.
CONCLUSION
All that is left for me to say is a big thank you for your continuing support and to our
Secretary Chris Braggins. See you all on the beach this summer.
Chairman YDC
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Nipper Camp 2014
At a Glance
 Supported by SLSA Wales and Atlantic College
 272 Nippers attended
 27 SLSA Wales Coaches attended
 14 Club Coaches/Leaders attended
 1679 Life Skills awards were achieved, equally spread over:
Life Support
Beach and Water Safety
First Aid
Swimming Pool
Fitness Skills
Game Skills
 47 new Nipper Coaches created
 Project costs broke even with a budget of just over £27K

Welcome back to 2014 Camp again, which was once again an incredible success.
Special thanks to Atlantic College Extramural Centre who were once again there to
respond to all our needs. We were fortunate to have good weather and there is no
better place to be than Atlantic College when the sun is shining and the Nippers love
the place.
We had lots of new enthusiastic nippers and great coaches, combine this with a fun
structured Sport Educational Training programme and you have our formula for
success.
With 272 Nippers attending, plus 47 Coaches and Assistants, Helpers and Welfare
Officers, we had a full house. Many thanks to all clubs for their help and support.
Special thanks must go to our fundraising team with Jane and Whitmore Bay Team
doing a fantastic sales display table. Thanks to Nev for setting up and running our
BBQ Team, plus Dawn and the ladies with the Glow Stick sales. A truly great team
effort.
Needless to say, I thank you one and all.
With Project costs of £27,202.38, this is a massive project and it is only by your
support that we managed to fund such a major event, with our aim of securing a
break-even budget. Funding is a continuing challenge and without sponsorship,
18

makes it more difficult. Nevertheless, we are always working on the challenge and
are very hopeful for 2015.

MBE.
President.

Nippers receiving tuition in
Basic Life Support at the 2014
Nipper Camp.
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Membership, Awards and Rescue Statistics

Female Members %
Nippers

Juniors

Seniors

Masters

20%
44%
18%
18%

Male Members %
Nippers

Juniors

26%

21%

Seniors

Masters

31%

15%
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Total Members

1064
Nippers
Juniors

463

2879

Seniors
Masters

604

Total
748

Qualifications currently
in date
571

Junior Lifesaver

Lifesaver

63

493

Lifeguard

0

100
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200

Lifesaver

300

400

500
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Incident and Rescue Figures

Shown below is a summary of the record of incidents and rescues for last summer (2014).
In total sixty five people have been saved during that period, so is there a better
endorsement of the invaluable service the volunteers of Surf Life Saving, Wales provide?

2014 Incidents Summary
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Vigilance and Service

Charity Number: 1157762
www.slsawales.org.uk
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